Nguyen Dat sinh nam 1971 v&i hai dong mau My-Viét va bi khiém thi bam sinh. Dat md
¢01 me¢ ndm 5 tu01 cung em gai song lang thang trén cac via he Sai Gon. Nho co may, anh dugc hoc
nhac ndm 11 tudi va nhac cb dién tdy ban cAm. Nam 1991, anh va em gai roi Viét Nam dén dinh cu
tai California, Hoa Ky, theo dién con lai.

Du bj khiém thi, Dat da phén dAu dé tro thanh mot danh tha tay ban cAm va hoan tt bac dai hoc
nganh trinh tdu nhac ¢ dién T4y phuong tai California State University Fullerton nim 1999. Pat da
dugce moi trinh tdu tai Orange County Performing Art Center, San Francisco Conservatory, Univer-
sity of Southern California, Rice University va nhiéu noi khac trén toan Hoa Ky.

Dat di chiém nhiéu giai quan trong vé trinh tiu tiy ban cam, dic biét 1a cac giai Disney Creative
Challenge Award, California String Teacher Association Competition, va National Panasonic Young
Solo Artist Competition. Cac to bao Los Angeles Times, Orange County Register, ddc san Reader’s
Digest, va dai truyén hinh Fox News Network di ca ngoi tai ning va y chi vuot qua nghich canh
cudc doi cua Dat.

Hién nay Dat thanh danh cim chinh trong ban nhac Bayadera. Anh cing ban nhac trinh dién
khip noi trén Hoa Ky. Anh con sang tac nhac va soan hoa 4m nhac c¢6 dién. Ngoai ra Pat ciing rat
tich cuc tron céc sinh hoat cua cong dong nguoi Viét tai Orange County. To Orange County Regis-
ter dd chon anh 14 mot trong 15 nhén vét tiéu biéu cho sy da dang cua vin hoa Orange County trudc
thém thién nién ky thir ba.

Dat Nguyen is an award-winning guitarist, songwriter and composer.

Born in 1971 in Vietnam, blind from birth and orphaned at age five. He began his music studies
at age eleven, playing drums. He became interested in classical guitar music two years later when a
friend introduced him to the recordings of Andres Segovia. Dat and his younger sister came to the
US in 1991 under the auspices of the ODP, since Dat's father had been an American serviceman.

Dat needed little accommodation for his blindness in learning the guitar. He is able to play al-
most anything note for note after hearing it only once. He has a bachelor's degree in Classical Guitar
Performance at the California State University Fullerton. He has been featured at the Orange County
Performing Arts Center, the San Francisco Conservatory, the University of Southern California and
Rice University. He has also appeared as a guest artist at a number of special events throughout the
country.

Dat is winner of the Disney Creative Challenge Award, the California String Teacher Associa-
tion Competition, and the National Panasonic Young Solo Artist Competition. With a fascinating
childhood to accompany such a rare talent, Dat is frequently sought after by the media. He has been
featured in the Los Angeles Times, Reader's Digest, Orange County Register and Fox News Net-
work for his talent.

Dat and colleagues have formed a band called Bayadera. They have traveled throughout the
United States playing original, ethnic rock music. He has written many beautiful songs. He uses raw
material and turns it into a piece of art. "Anything inspires me, whether it's September 11, the ocean
or life," he said. Overcoming both cultural and physical barriers, Dat is proving to have the inspiring
talent and tireless perseverance for a lasting musical career.




